Clinical Responsibilities

1. Daily Assignments

Each day you will be assigned to one of the following:

Cardiac OR 11 or 13

Cardiac Catheterization Lab

CTICU Rounds

Your assignment will be made the afternoon prior so that appropriate preparations may be made.  

A.) Operating Room


Starting times in the cardiac ORs are Monday  730am (first room)

                                                            Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday  630am

                                                            Thursday 8am (first room)

If you are assigned to the operating room, it is your responsibility to be familiar with the patient’s cardiac findings and exams (cath, echo, etc.) which are to be found in the Heart Center packet available with the patient’s outpatient chart the afternoon before surgery.  Chest X-rays may be reviewed on Synapse, which is available in each cardiac OR.  Cath angiograms may be available on Acom, also available in each cardiac OR.  Echo reports and other pertinent patient data should be reviewed from Cerner.  You are expected to know this information when you discuss the case with your attending, preferably the day before surgery.  In general the PAE is completed by the cardiothoracic nurse practitioner when the pre-admission visit is made.  At that time the patient and family are oriented to the hospital and CTICU, and Child Life involvement in preop teaching occurs.  Inpatients are usually in the CTICU, NICU, or 6 West.  Pre-anesthetic rounds on inpatients are to be made the day before surgery when possible and include confirming the PAE has been completed.  On rare occasion the PAE for inpatients may need to be completed by the anesthesia team the day of surgery.   

B.) Cardiac Catheterization Laboratory

Starting time in the Cath Lab is 7am Monday, Wednesday, and Friday.

Most patients for the Cath Lab are outpatients and their pre-cath documentation is available in the Cath Lab the day prior to the procedure and in the PAE the morning of the cath.  Discussion of the cases with the attending in the cath lab is expected the morning of surgery.  The Lab is open for set-up by 630am.

C.) Cardiothoracic Intensive Care Teaching Rounds

CTICU rounds on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday begin at 0730 in 2West.  On Thursday they begin following Cath Conference (0830-9a).
Teaching rounds in the CTICU occur each morning and represent an excellent way for you to observe normal and abnormal convalescence for post-op patients, and the routine management and stabilization of patients (usually neonates) about to undergo urgent or emergent surgery.  The Medical Director of the CTICU is Dr. David Moromisato. The other attendings include:

                                               Dr. Randall Wetzel

                                               Dr. Niurka Rivera

                                               Dr. Laura Hastings

                                               Dr. Sylvia Del Castillo

                                               Dr. Barry Markovitz


 Dr. David Epstein

The expert cardiac critical care you will observe in the CTICU is an integral component of the success of our services to children with congenital heart disease and provides an exceptional educational experience for the Fellow in Pediatric Anesthesiology.  Additional time may be elected if you wish a more continuous experience in the CTICU.

2. On Call

Call responsibilities include 7 days (five weekday and two weekend) of beeper call for each month of your cardiac rotation.  Additional call-back opportunities will be provided when appropriate for specific types of emergency cases as allowed by the ACGME workforce requirements.  Select and note the days you wish to take call on the Cardiac Anesthesiology Call Schedule in the Anesthesia Conference room at the beginning of the month.
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